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Abstract Form - Instructions 

 

 
There are two abstract forms you MUST submit. 

• Section I of this Abstract Form: Lay Abstract 
• Section II of this Abstract Form: Technical Abstract 

 
Section I – the Lay Abstract (~35o Words) 
Any research done is about expanding or discovering new knowledge or new idea in your 
specific field of study. Your research may be in biology, physics, economics, or even English. 
 
Because each field of research has its own “technical jargon, terminology, and other specific 
terms and information”, it is sometimes hard for a non-expert layperson to understand your 
research and its results and significance in its raw form. 
 
Therefore, the Lay Abstract is an abstract designed for non-scientific/non-expertise 
layperson. We ask for you to write a lay abstract because URN believes that communicating 
your research and its significance to the public is a very important component of doing 
research. 
This abstract should be written at an eighth grade reading level. 
 
 
Section II – the Technical Abstract (Scientific/Field-Specific Abstract) (~350 Words) 
The technical abstract is the abstract you would submit to a field specific journal. 
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Full Name          _______________________________________________________________ 
Title of Project          

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Category (select one)                                 Sciences                     Humanities 

 
Abstract Form Section I (Lay Abstract) 

** This is an abstract specifically designed for non-scientific/non-expert layperson** 
**This abstract should strive to be meaningful to a broad audience** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By signing (digital, type your name) below, you, the applicant: 

• Grant the Undergraduate Research Network to post the abstract online (for Finalists) 
 
Student Applicant Signature: ___________________________________ Date: ____________  
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Title of Project          

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Abstract Form Section II (Technical Abstract) 
(Scientific/Field-Specific Abstract) 

**This is the abstract you would submit to a field specific journal** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By signing (digital, type your name) below, you, the applicant: 

• Grant the Undergraduate Research Network to post the abstract online (for Finalists) 
 
Student Applicant Signature: ___________________________________ Date: ____________  
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